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Recovery After Conflict
Children born in the wake of genocide 
help SPEA students understand the 
new Rwanda (p. 15). It is one of SPEA’s 
many global connections.
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From Dean John D. Graham 

O
n the outer wall of 
my office is a map of 
the world, framed by 
plaques highlighting 
the gifts of our donors 

worldwide. Looking out the window 
in the opposite direction, I see cranes 
building IU’s School of Global and 
International Studies, our newest 
partner in international education.   
 As I write this, from Colombia to Greenland to China, 
we have faculty engaged in research and students studying 
through SPEA programs. My own research in this year 
has taken me to Belgium and Germany. All of this is 
to say we are Indiana University’s School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs, but more than ever we are of the 
world and serve the world.
 This edition of SPEA Magazine outlines the history 
and future of SPEA’s global efforts. I urge you to spend a 
few minutes with Elisabeth Andrews’ comprehensive story 
that traces the connections between what the founders of 
SPEA envisioned 41 years ago and our current aspirations. 
You will also find stories about what our students are 
experiencing in Jamaica, Rwanda, and other distant 
“classrooms.” Our profile of Dean’s Council member Bryce 
Carmine underscores how we seek the advice and benefit 
from the counsel of internationally minded business and 
civic leaders. And you can read about the impact of some 
of our notable alumni as they take skills learned here and 
apply them to bettering the lives of people in Nepal and 
Georgia.
 Before you dive in, though, please allow me a moment 
to offer a few highlights of what has been a productive year 
at SPEA, although one tinged with sadness.
 We welcomed incoming and celebrated outgoing 
classes at both IUB and IUPUI that were large and 
accomplished. In Bloomington, we opened the Civic 

Leaders Center, a living-learning center for freshmen, with 
all spaces taken. In Indianapolis, the Justice and Pre-law 
Community opened in The Tower, IUPUI’s brand-new 
residence hall. Our students on both campuses earned 
prestigious awards and used internships and fellowships in 
service to our communities and, indeed, our world.
 Our faculty is growing, both in number and in their 
scholarly activity. We are establishing new academic 
programs and enhancing our areas of expertise. In May, 
we announced the appointment of SPEA alumnus Mark 
Lawrance to direct the Public Policy Institute, and we look 
forward to the start of what is certain to be a productive 
tenure. 
 Also in May, we mourned the death of SPEA’s 
Professor Evan Ringquist, an expert in public policy with a 
passion for living and a commitment to be a force for good 
in the world, whose life was taken by cancer at the age of 
51. The heartfelt tributes that flowed in from his former 
students and his colleagues here and around the world are a 
reminder that what we do touches lives in more places and 
in more ways than we can imagine. We dedicate this issue 
to Evan’s memory.  I urge you to drop me a note or call if 
you have ideas about how we can work together to improve 
this School that Evan loved and served so well.
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BY ELISABETH ANDREWS    

I
ndiana University’s drive for international engagement 
sharply accelerated in 2010 under current President Michael 
A. McRobbie, when the university highlighted “The 
International Dimension of Excellence” as one of its ten 
“Principles of Excellence” to guide IU’s future. The university 

is subsequently working to internationalize its curriculum, most 
visibly through the new School of Global and International 
Studies, established in 2012. Housed within the College of Arts 
and Sciences, the new school draws on expertise in more than 70 
foreign languages and 11 federally funded area studies centers to 
provide a depth of knowledge in world languages, cultures, and 
history.  
 Such university-wide developments have strengthened the 
growth of SPEA’s long-established international programs. 
Since its founding in 1972, the School has taken an emphatically 
international approach to public and environmental affairs, 
consistently seeking to provide faculty and students with a global 
perspective. 
 As IU turns toward an increasingly international future, 
SPEA is among its leaders, building on a remarkable legacy of 
global engagement.

A Global Vision
 In 1969, when the university proposed a School of Public 
and Environmental Affairs, says Founding Dean Charles Bonser, 
“We saw a natural international component.” 

Global Roots, 
Worldwide Reach

SPEA’s Legacy and Leadership in an Era of Globalization

 

“We are truly becoming a global school of public 
and environmental affairs.” 

~ SPEA Executive Associate Dean David Reingold

 The school’s founding 
mandate, as articulated by 
the IU Faculty Council, 
centered on dealing 
“more effectively and 
dispassionately with the 
problems of modern society.” 
Although the State of 
Indiana was intended as 
SPEA’s primary beneficiary 
– through the education of 
its future public servants 
and research on local issues 
– Bonser recognized that 
excellence in both endeavors 
required an international 
perspective. 
 “In public policy and public administration fields, you really 
can’t talk about the key topics without becoming international,” 
he explains. An understanding of public and environmental 
affairs in their global context, and familiarity with how other 
countries approach similar questions, would produce a “person of 
substance” in the field, he says. 
 Professor Emeritus Bill McGregor, who later served as 
SPEA’s director of Overseas Education Programs, recalls, “From 
the outset, SPEA acknowledged that people all over the world 

SPEA’S founding dean, Charles F. Bonser
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SPEA Professor Jeff White’s research 
in Greenland isn’t just international – it’s 
extraterrestrial. . . . read more on page 19.

Associate Professor Claudia Avellanda, 
determined to “work on something with real-
life implications,” parlayed  her persistence 
into a Ph.D. . . . read more on page 13.

Wen Wang – an assistant professor at 
SPEA IUPUI – is like having two academics in 
one: His research focuses on public finance, 
budgeting, and education policy in both China 
and the U.S. . . . read more on page 14.

In his more than 37 years with the Indian 
Diplomatic Service, Ambassador Rajendra 
Abhyankar learned ten languages and 
befriended presidents, Internet moguls, and 
renowned yogis. . . . read more on page 17.

Assistant Professor Sameeksha Desai was 
determined to give students an opportunity 
to gain firsthand experience in a post-conflict 
setting. “. . . Rwanda . . .was perfect,” she 
says. . . . read more on page 15.  
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Professors Crystal Garcia and Kenna 
Quinet developed a criminal justice study 
abroad program in London. . . . read more on 

Amazing things happen when you give a 
small group of IU students a week in Jamaica 
to make a difference. Just ask Gabrielle 
Hurley, a 2014 graduate of SPEA’s MPA 
program. . . . read more on page 30.

International travel is an important part of 
SPEA grad Jessica Corry’s life. To date, she 
has traveled to some 50 countries – more 
than most people visit in a lifetime. . . .  read 
more on page 31.

Professor William A. Foley Jr. provided 
students with an extraordinary insider’s look 
into the workings of public affairs in the 
United Kingdom. . . . read more on page 28. 

SPEA alumnus Sandeep Vageeshwara 
knew first-hand the importance of 
understanding the interactions of the private, 
public and nonprofit sectors. . . . read more 
on page 14.

Alumna Khatuna Gogaladze is in her second 
year as the Minister of the Environment and 
Natural Resources Protection for the nation of 
Georgia. . . . read more on page 23.

George Varughese (SPEA Joint PhD in 
Public Administration and Political Science, 
1999) is the Nepal country representative for 
The Asia Foundation. . . . read more on page 
22.

For Haijiang “Nick” Zhang, “study abroad” 
meant venturing to the United States in 2012 
to attend SPEA. . . . . read more on page 29.



are trying to solve similar 
kinds of problems. How do 
you make a living? How do 
you improve government 
performance? With around 
200 national governments 
addressing these questions, 
we needed to compare notes 
and talk across borders.”

International 
Relationships
 As the former 
associate dean of IU’s business school, Bonser had already built 
relationships with a number of international universities, notably 
Thailand’s National Institute of Development Administration, 
which Indiana University helped to establish. In SPEA’s first 
years, he also reached out to new partners in the United Arab 
Emirates, Nigeria, Egypt, the Netherlands, and France. 
 These partnerships facilitated study abroad opportunities 
for SPEA students, brought accomplished international scholars 
to IU, and, critically, enabled SPEA faculty members to expand 
their horizons. 
 “The first goal was to get faculty members who hadn’t had 
much international experience out there into the world,” says 
McGregor. 
 The effect on the faculty was tremendous. Public Finance 
Professor Kurt Zorn recalls his first trip to Egypt as an 
unforgettably eye-opening experience. 
 “Here’s a kid with no professional international background,” 
he says, describing himself as a young assistant professor, “and I’m 
talking to people who are interested in what I’m interested in and 
have a completely different 
perspective. The experience 
came back in the classroom 
constantly. I was paying 
attention to what’s going on 
around the world more than 
I ever would have before.”
 While some faculty 
members were getting 
their first exposure to 
international contexts, 
others joined SPEA with an 
already-established global 
reputation. Professor Lynton 
Keith Caldwell, a major 

force in the school’s founding, was the principal architect of the 
1969 National Environmental Policy Act. The first legislation 
of its kind, the act set an international precedent for evaluating 
environmental outcomes of proposed federal actions through 
environmental impact statements. 
 Professor A. James 
Barnes, who helped 
to establish the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in 1970 and who 
later served as SPEA’s 
second dean, recalls 
Caldwell’s extraordinary 
international influence 
during SPEA’s first years.  
 “Keith had a worldwide 
reputation,” he says. “When 
I was in Washington in 
the early ’70s, his name 
and ideas often came 
up in discussions about 
environmental policy, and I frequently was asked whether I had 
known him during the time I taught at IU between 1967 and 
1969.” 
 SPEA’s international 
reach expanded further 
in the 1980s with the 
arrival of Professor 
Randall Baker, a Welsh 
recruit whose academic 
experience included 
Saudi Arabia, Uganda, 
and Fiji. As SPEA’s first 
director of International 
Programs, Baker established 
relationships with 
universities from Bolivia to 
Bulgaria, Sudan to Serbia, 
and Lesotho to Azerbaijan. 
 This eclectic and 
wide-ranging portfolio of partners set SPEA apart from similar 
American institutions. “We definitely had far more international 
programs than any other school in the nation,” Baker says. 
SPEA’s unusual attention to global connections “made us a really 
odd school,” he says. “We stood out.” 

Bill McGregor

Kurt Zorn

A. James Barnes

Randall Baker
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The Global Classroom
 In addition to reaching out to universities around the world, 
Baker focused much of his attention on bringing students with an 
international background to IU. Connecting with organizations 
like the Peace Corps and the Edmund S. Muskie Graduate 
Fellowship Program, which brought young professionals from 
the former Soviet Union to the U.S., Baker helped to recruit an 
internationally experienced group of students throughout the 
1980s and ’90s. 
 “The idea was to bring in the very best students from all 
over the globe,” he says. This effort both expanded SPEA’s global 
network and “really strengthened our classes, giving our Indiana 
undergraduates better perspective.”
 Barnes, who became Dean in 1988, recalls the depth of 
experience that returning Peace Corps volunteers brought to his 
class on environmental law. “Many of these students had been in 
countries where they had to develop systems for providing safe 
drinking water and for dealing with a variety of public health 
and environmental issues, commonly with very limited resources 
and little, if any, support from the government. They really 
had to bring entrepreneurial and inventive capabilities to those 
situations, which in turn they brought back to the United States 
and added valuable insights 
to our class discussions in 
SPEA.” 
 Patrick O’Meara, a 
former SPEA professor 
who served many years 
as IU’s vice president for 
International Affairs, was 
struck by the remarkably 
amicable atmosphere among 
this diverse array of students.
 “It was always a great 
privilege to teach SPEA 
students who were coming 
from all over the world, and 
often from areas that were 
in conflict with one another,” he says. “Despite those differences, 
they interacted very well in the classroom. Our programs served 
as a way to bring people into dialogue without rancor.” 
 Interactions between international students and American 
students were equally enriching, O’Meara adds. “It was a 
wonderful two-way process of engaging American students with 
students from other parts of the world.” 
 These educational collaborations also inspired international 
research efforts, such as a comparative analysis of U.S. and 
European environmental law that developed from a summer 

course in Rotterdam jointly administered by SPEA, Erasmus 
University, and Leiden University. Involving faculty on the 
Bloomington and IUPUI campuses as well as SPEA students, 
the resulting book, Environmental Law and Policy in the 
European Union and the United States, was among the first to 
examine cultural and historical influences on the development of 
environmental regulation. 

Convening Across Borders
 By SPEA’s 25th birthday in 1997, issues within the public 
sector had become unquestionably international. Growing 
concerns over environmental change, public health needs, 
transportation safety, and transnational competition for 
employment prompted SPEA faculty and students to tackle 
problems of global scope. These efforts led to a number of 
internationally oriented SPEA research centers, including the 
Institute for Development Strategies; the Center for the Study 
of Institutions, Population, and Environmental Change; and the 
Midwest Regional Center of the National Institute for Global 
Environmental Change.
 Accordingly, the school marked its 25th anniversary with a 
conference held abroad at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration 
in Paris. Inviting more than 100 American and European 
colleagues from both academia and public administration, the 
school designated as its conference theme, “Proposals for the 
U.S./European Agenda in the 21st Century.” 
 The event, Bonser recalls, was an unqualified success. “We 
had all kinds of high-level people there – Senator Dick Lugar; 
Tom Montgomery, who was the head of the U.S. mission to 
NATO; French senators, admirals, and generals; and heads of 
security and economic development in Europe. It was such a 
great conference that at the conclusion of it a number of people 
said, ‘This has been terrific, and we ought to make it an annual 
affair.’”
 Thus was born the Transatlantic Policy Consortium. 
During a colloquium on “Globalization and the Environment” 
in Bloomington the following year, representatives from France, 
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Spain joined 
SPEA colleagues to create a formal network of international 
public policy experts. Based in Bloomington, the consortium now 
represents 34 member and associate member institutions. 

A 21st-Century Approach
 As SPEA continued to grow and mature, the international 
setting also evolved. At the turn of the millennium, dramatic 
technological shifts were transforming global interactions, 
prompting the school to reconsider its approach to international 
relationships and programs. 

Patrick O’Meara
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 McGregor explains, “When you have technology that 
now makes it possible for anyone at any point on the globe 
to talk to anyone else in real time, the network effects of that 
are exponential. There has been an explosion in transnational 
transaction across all sectors – public, private, and nonprofit – and 
at transnational, state, and local levels. The conversation across 
that nine-celled grid now goes in every direction and proceeds in 
a manner largely unmediated by nation states.”
 This newly networked environment called for a more 
strategic and comprehensive system of international connections. 
The suite of programs that had made SPEA exceptional in the 
20th century was no longer sufficient for a globalized age.
 “We made a very purposeful attempt to pull back and turn 
inward for that period of time,” recalls Zorn, who was then 
SPEA’s Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. “That gave us an 
opportunity to reset and rethink, and adapt to changing student 
needs and interests. I like to think that those actions provided the 
foundation for the incredible growth that came afterwards.”

SPEA’s Global Renaissance
 When SPEA’s current 
dean, John Graham, arrived 
in 2008, after serving as 
the dean of the Pardee 
RAND Graduate School 
and as a senior official in 
the White House Office of 
Management and Budget, 
he brought immediate focus 
and urgency to SPEA’s 
international activities. In a 
report released in fall 2008 
titled SPEA 2015, the school 
mapped out a set of strategic 
action items that began with 
the imperative to develop “a 
faculty and study body [with] a global perspective.” 
 “I wanted SPEA students to feel themselves to be citizens of 
the world,” Graham explains. “We need to approach international 
awareness as a basic learning objective in the school. Students 
should leave here with a real understanding of where the United 
States fits into the global fabric and how international influences 
are interwoven across all sectors.”
 In order to cultivate this perspective, the school committed 
to internationalizing the faculty, developing strategic partnerships 
with institutions abroad, and dramatically increasing the number 
of international internships and study abroad opportunities 

available to SPEA students. 
Collectively, SPEA 2015 
asserted, these efforts would 
amount to “the globalization 
of SPEA.”
 The result was, in 
the words of Executive 
Associate Dean David 
Reingold, “a SPEA 
renaissance.” 
 “With everything 
we are doing now in the 
international arena, we 
are opening up horizons,” he says. “The way I view it, we’re 
becoming a gateway to the world. And it all connects up to 
realizing the vision that started SPEA.”

The Faculty Factor
 Just as in its earliest international efforts, SPEA turned 
toward the faculty to set an intensely international tone. With 
nearly four decades of history behind the school, a significant 
number of professors were retiring, which provided an 
opportunity to recruit a large cohort of new faculty members with 
a range of international interests and experience. 
 Among these were Abdul Akeem-Sadiq, whose research 
on emergency management has taken him to Nigeria and Haiti; 
Jerome Dumortier, a German national who served as a consultant 
to the European Commission Joint Research Center’s Institute 
for Energy; Susan Siena, who specializes in European, post-
Soviet, and Asian politics; Wen Wang, originally from China, 
whose appointment prior to SPEA was with the City University 
of Hong Kong; and Rajendra Abhyankar, an experienced 
diplomat who served as India’s Secretary for the Ministry of 
External Affairs and Ambassador to the EU. 
 The school also created a new Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management certificate, administered through 
IUPUI, and a new International Development concentration at 
IU Bloomington within the Master of Public Affairs program.
 Assistant Professor Jennifer Brass, who joined the school’s 
Governance & Management faculty group in 2010, describes the 
global perspective she shares with students in her undergraduate 
course on national and international policy.
 “The class is an opportunity for students to make 
connections between what they see around them and what’s 
going on elsewhere in the world,” she says. “For example, one 
of the units is on poverty. We start by looking at poverty and 
inequality in the United States, and then expand our view and 

SPEA Dean John D. Graham

David Reingold
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look at international policy. 
How does poverty in South 
Asia look different from 
poverty in Indiana? What 
are we doing as a world 
system to address poverty at 
the global level?”
 Brass’s research 
interests, meanwhile, tie 
together several SPEA foci, 
including international 
development, nonprofit 
management, resource 
management, and energy policy. In collaboration with SPEA 
Professor Sanya Carley and doctoral candidate Elizabeth 
Baldwin, as well as IU Political Science Professor Lauren 
MacLean, Brass is investigating small-scale electricity production 
in Sub-Saharan Africa that uses renewable energy models such as 
solar panels, wind turbines, and hydropower stations. 
 This example of international research is representative 
of the direction in which SPEA is heading, Reingold says. 
“Throughout the school, we’ve seen an internationalization of 
faculty research and scholarship. Their topics may be water use, 
corruption, health policy – but whatever it is they are studying, 
they are studying it all over the world.”  

Strategic Partnerships
 These international research efforts are bolstered by a 
rapidly expanding set of institutional partners. With 18 partner 
universities in 12 countries, including China, France, Germany, 
India, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, and Vietnam, SPEA 
facilitates faculty and student exchanges, collaborative research 
projects, and visiting scholar opportunities that send SPEA 
researchers abroad and bring esteemed international scholars to 
IU.
 Reingold uses the analogy of airline alliances to describe 
the benefits of these agreements. “It’s a little bit like running an 
airline, where you set up alliances to make sure any destination 
can be reached. It’s the same question at SPEA: Where do you 
want to go? We can take you anywhere in the world.” 
 The newest realm of partnership agreements takes the 
alliance a step further to provide dual degree opportunities for 
master’s students. Over the course of two years, students take 
courses on SPEA’s campus and at a partner institution abroad, 
earning master’s degrees from both institutions. 
 SPEA has signed dual degree agreements with the 
University of Hong Kong, Seoul National University, and the 

National Institute of Development Administration in Thailand. 
Reingold expects to set up another 10 to 15 such agreements in 
the near future, naming Peking University in Beijing, the Indian 
Institute of Management in Shillong, and Tel Aviv University 
among potential partners.  “The dual degrees mean that 
students can come through SPEA and immediately launch an 
international career,” he says. 
 SPEA’s online master’s program through SPEA Connect 
makes this option even more viable for international students. 
Following an on-campus kickoff, SPEA Connect students can 
complete their coursework remotely from anywhere in the world. 
Pursuing a dual degree program with SPEA Connect and a 
partner institution in their country of residence allows these 
students to gain the benefits of a dual degree through SPEA 
without the need to relocate or give up a job. 

A Culture of Overseas Learning
 For undergraduates and master’s students who prefer an 
academic home base in Indiana, shorter-term international 
opportunities – such as study abroad programs and internships – 
offer invaluable experiences and connections. 
 Since the release of SPEA 2015, the school has tripled the 
number of study abroad programs and more than doubled the 
number of students completing international internships. Dean 
Graham notes that SPEA’s IUPUI campus has seen particularly 
rapid growth in study abroad participation, demonstrating 
that the programs are viable and valuable for diverse and non-
traditional students.
 “Even for students who work full-time, we’ve found that 
a lot of their employers have been very willing to support the 
objective of gaining experience abroad,” Graham says. 
 SPEA’s ambitious goal of increasing student participation in 
study abroad programs from 8 percent to 25 percent by 2015 has 
already been surpassed, with close to 30 percent of students now 
participating.  
 “We’ve started to change the culture at SPEA, so that study 
abroad is becoming more of an expectation,” says Chemain 
Nanney, assistant director of International Programs. “We are 
seeing a shift where students look at overseas studies as an 
integral part of the SPEA experience.”
 Additionally, international internship opportunities, 
facilitated by the deep involvement of SPEA alumni and 
supporters, have enabled a growing number of students to gain 
international work experience and develop vital professional 
networks. 
 For example, the Seoul Metropolitan Government’s 
Global Internship Program provides SPEA students with a rare 

Jennifer Brass
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opportunity to gain an international perspective on public policy 
and urban affairs within a South Korean metropolis of 11 million 
residents. As interns with the Seoul metropolitan government, 
SPEA students work with a diverse array of government 
departments as project assistants. 
 “As a team, they 
seek policy alternatives 
to mitigate and overcome 
the urban problems,” says 
SPEA Emeritus Professor 
Roy Shin, who also serves 
as President McRobbie’s 
Special Adviser on Global 
Partnerships. Shin and 
Reingold worked in 
collaboration with Seoul-
based SPEA alumni to 
arrange the internship 
program, which has hosted 
25 SPEA interns in its first 
five years. 
 “The students gain real-world experience that they can 
bring back to the classroom in Bloomington, and for the 
Seoul metropolitan government, the SPEA students offer a 

fresh perspective on topics such as comparative public choice 
issues, arts and nonprofit management, sustainability, economic 
development, and more,” Shin says. 
 Professor David 
Audretsch, who directs the 
Office of Overseas Studies 
as well as the Institute for 
Development Strategies, 
says that international 
internships provide the “holy 
trinity” of career skills for 
the 21st century. 
 “Employers in any 
setting are looking for 
three things,” he says, “the 
ability to work with other 
people; hands-on, real-
world experience; and an 
international background.
 “This is not just for people who are going to get jobs 
overseas,” he adds. “International experience pays off for 
everybody now, because we’re all interfacing with global partners. 
No matter what the context, if you come into the job market with 
those three things, you are going to thrive.” 

Ireland 
U.K.

Ghana
Kenya 
Nigeria 
Sierra Leone 
South Africa
Tanzania
Uganda

India

Brazil 
Ecuador
Peru

Austria 
Belgium 
Bosnia and        
  Herzegovina
France 
Germany
Netherlands 
Romania 
Spain 
Switzerland

Cyprus 
Egypt 
Israel 
Saudi Arabia
Turkey

Japan
South Korea

Indonesia
Malaysia
Singapore
Taiwan 
Thailand
Vietnam

Australia

Haiti 
Jamaica
US Virgin Islands

China

Finland 
Greenland

Canada
Kazakhstan

Ukraine

Recent SPEA International Internships by Country

Roy Shin

David Audretsch
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The Ripple Effect
 With an increasingly international faculty, an expanding 
set of strategic international partners, and a global network 
of opportunities for study abroad and internships, SPEA has 
continued to see increases in enrollment of both domestic and 
international students seeking a global education. 
 “Our students are interested in engaging the world,” 
Reingold says. “We’re seeing greater and greater numbers 
of students coming in with the explicit goal of international 
involvement.” 
 Attracting hundreds of students from dozens of countries 
from Peru to Mongolia, SPEA is “well on its way to serving a 
global market,” Audretsch says. “Students from all around the 
world can come here for an education that’s going to position 
them to be leaders anywhere in the globe.”
 While ensuring these students achieve their educational 
goals is SPEA’s direct objective, former VP for International 
Affairs O’Meara points out that the these graduates aren’t the 
only ones who benefit from the school’s influence.
 “It’s not just a question of getting degrees and going to 
commencement,” he says. “It’s what happens to people’s lives all 
around the world when our graduates go out and become key 
decisionmakers in the creation and interpretation of policy. There 
is an immeasurable impact in regard to real global outcomes. The 
ripple effect is enormous.”

From the Foundation to the Future
 As Indiana University places increasing emphasis on 
building its international capacity, SPEA takes pride in an 
enduring tradition of international engagement. Since its earliest 
days under founding Dean Charles Bonser, SPEA quickly 
became what O’Meara describes as “a world player.” 
 The tremendous breadth and depth of the school’s 
present international activities, however, represent a systematic 
and comprehensive commitment to pervasive globalization 
throughout the school. 
 Professor Emeritus McGregor observes, “The school had 
always been involved in an international conversation, but our 
efforts have greatly accelerated under our current dean. He clearly 
understands that if you want to be a leader in today’s academic 
environment, you have to be working on globally significant 
ideas.” 
 An apt metaphor for SPEA’s international activities over 
time might be the idea that a global outlook is coded in the 
school’s DNA. International engagement was always a part of the 
school’s makeup, but the combination of the school’s growth, its 

SPEA Overseas Education Programs
  
SPEA Semester and Year Abroad
 SPEA in Augsburg
 SPEA in Delft, The Netherlands
 Sciences Po Exchange Program
 SPEA in Thailand

SPEA Summer Abroad
 ACCT International Uganda
 SPEA in Bavaria and Lombardia
 SPEA in Berlin
 SPEA in Croatia
 SPEA in Ireland
 SPEA in London
 SPEA: The Museums of Paris
 SPEA in Pamplona
 SPEA on the Rhine
 SPEA in Rwanda
 SPEA in South Africa

leadership, and a globalized educational environment at IU has 
triggered the gene’s full expression.
 Says Bonser, “The whole school is full steam ahead on global 
and international activities. It keeps getting better and more 
comprehensive. I’m just thrilled with where we are now.”
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T
his is what persistence looks like: a dark-haired 
woman on an old brown horse, patiently ascending 
tropical mountains to reach the remotest villages of 
Norte de Santander, Colombia. She’ll stop at nothing 
in order to speak with the mayors of each of the area’s 

40 municipalities. She needs them for her dissertation.
 That was SPEA-IUB Associate Professor Claudia 
Avellaneda in 2006, completing her Ph.D. in political science 
at Texas A&M University. Determined to “work on something 
with real-life implications,” the Colombian native explains 
that she chose to study local government performance in the 
gubernatorial department that contains her hometown of 
Duranía, in the northeast part of the country. 
 Avellaneda wanted to investigate the relationship between 
leaders’ qualifications and municipal achievements in education, 
tax collection, and infrastructure. The problem was the lack of 
official records of mayors’ education or experience. “I would call 
the town hall building and request the CVs, and I’d hear, ‘We 
don’t ask for that.’ There was no source I could go to for the 
information,” she says. 
 Rather than rethink her focus, Avellaneda decided to return 
to Colombia and collect the information herself. Over the 
course of three months – through hills, plains, and the Andes 
Mountains, and on horseback in areas where there were no 
passable roads – she interviewed every sitting mayor in the area 
in addition to the three previous occupants of each mayoral seat 
(or their survivors). 
 The resulting analysis made a quantitative case for what 
had only been a theory in Latin American public management: 
Educated and experienced officials make better decisions. 
 Her success with the Norte de Santander study motivated 
Avellaneda to expand her research to other Latin American 
countries. As difficult as traversing tropical terrain had seemed, 
however, it was a walk in the park compared to convincing 120 
mayors from 12 Latin American countries to answer her survey 
questions.
 “You can’t be shy to do that,” says Avellaneda, who cornered 
each of the mayors during a four-day conference. “I would say, 

‘Mister Mayor, I 
need five minutes. 
You better do 
it now because 
otherwise I will 
chase you.’”
 The survey 
data added nuance 
to Avellaneda’s 
dissertation 
findings, which 
illustrated that 
mayors were 
more willing to 
delegate spending 
decisions on 
educational issues 
and to directly 
oversee funding 
of infrastructural 
programs.
 Since then, 
Avellaneda has collected mayoral-municipal measures on El 
Salvador, Honduras, Brazil, Panama, and will soon conduct 
similar research in Chile and Ecuador. 
 She has also perfected her opening lines: “I call the respective 
association of municipalities in each country and say, ‘I am 
Claudia. I love your country. I love your food. Can you tell me 
when all your mayors are going to be together?’”
 In addition to becoming the go-to expert on Latin American 
municipal government – she was recently asked to run a two-
week workshop for Colombian mayoral candidates – Avellaneda, 
who joined SPEA last fall after several years at the University 
of North Carolina-Charlotte, has also established strong 
collaborative connections that she is eager to share with SPEA 
students. 
 Within two months of her arrival at SPEA, she had teamed 
up with 20 interested students to form a Latin American Policy 
Association. She has committed to establish overseas internships 
in Latin America that will enable master’s students to work 
with federal agencies on local government issues. She has also 
begun discussions with a number of Latin American universities 
about potential collaborative agreements, and plans to initiate 
an overseas study program in the near future. Additionally, she 
spearheaded the school’s first Spanish-language recruitment 
brochure, and has reached out to Spanish-speaking parents of 
prospective students.
  “I want to connect students with the wonderful 
opportunities SPEA has to offer,” she says. “I tell them, ‘Stop 
dreaming in a small way. You have to aim high.’”

BY ELISABETH ANDREWS     

“Aim  
high.”
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BY ROSE SOLIVEN    

W
en Wang – an assistant professor at SPEA 
IUPUI – is like having two academics in one, 
because his research focuses on public finance, 
budgeting, and education policy in both 
China and the U.S. “It’s interesting how even 

though these two countries have very different political systems, 
cultural backgrounds, and histories, they often face similar 
challenges,” says Wang. “It’s advantageous to know two systems 
because it gives you another perspective.”  
 He believes studying China and the U.S. benefits both 
countries. For example, he explains how in the 1990s, he visited 
Washington, D.C., while working for the China National 
School of Administration (now called the Chinese Academy of 
Governance). China was trying to establish rules for its new civil 
servant system, but at the same time, U.S. leaders were struggling 
with the fact that they may have too many regulations in place. 
“It took us quite a while to understand why these two countries 
were moving in opposite directions,” says Wang. “This is one 
example of how thinking ahead and exchanging ideas can benefit 
public management in each country.”
 Another way Wang’s work helps both China and the U.S. 
is through the China-America Association for Public Affairs 
(CAAPA), a nonprofit organization he co-founded that serves as 
a bridge for academic exchange and collaboration between public 
affairs scholars in the U.S. and China. Wang uses his connections 
through CAAPA and his other work experiences to collect data 
for his research. “Because data are not always readily available 
online, you do need connections,” says Wang. “Also, if you have 
people who understand the data, then you have more confidence 
in the quality of the data.”
 Originally from Sichuan province, in the southwestern 
part of China, Wang studied English language and literature at 
Nankai University in Tianjin, China. He then worked in Beijing 
for a few years before coming to the U.S. for his MPA in Public 
Administration from the University of Georgia and Ph.D. in 
public administration at Syracuse University. 

 Afterward, Wang worked in Hong Kong, a special 
administrative region of China. Then he decided to return to the 
U.S. “I think there is more freedom in how you want to do your 
academic research here,” says Wang. He adds that it is difficult in 
his research area of public finance to submit articles because the 
U.S. and China use different citation indices. He also chose to 
come to the U.S. because his family lives here.
 Wang joined the faculty at SPEA IUPUI in 2013. He was 
attracted to work at SPEA because of its excellent reputation 
and abundant collaborative opportunities. 
 Students seek Wang out to ask about his international 
connections and experiences. “I see more and more that students 
are interested in international topics,” says Wang. “They come 
to me with questions about the comparison of international 
practices, and I am able to talk to them about what I have 
researched and seen abroad.”
 While doing international comparative work can be difficult 
at times, he says SPEA IUPUI is moving to a truly global 
education. “I think hiring me is an indication that SPEA IUPUI 
has a commitment toward more international work,” says Wang. 

A   Tale of 2Countries
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F
rom the time she 
arrived at SPEA 
in 2010, Assistant 
Professor Sameeksha 
Desai was 

determined to give students an 
opportunity to gain firsthand 
experience in a post–conflict 
setting. Because she studies the 
economic impact of violence, 
she knows how crucial it is for 
those working in international 
development to understand 
conflict’s effects. 
 “Many countries that are 
poor are conflict countries,” 
she explains, emphasizing the 
interplay between poverty 
and instability. Bringing 
students into contact with 
the organizations and efforts 
that respond to conflict would 
be valuable preparation for 
students who planned to work 
with developing economies.
 “The moment I got to 
Rwanda, I realized it was 
perfect,” she says.   
 In the 20 years since 
the Rwandan genocide took 
nearly one million lives, the 

Grounds of Kigali Genocide 
Memorial with city in the 

distance – Kigali, Rwanda. 

 

BY ELISABETH ANDREWS     

A Firsthand Look
at Post-Conflict Recovery
SPEA in Rwanda
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African country has focused on security, education, public health, 
and economic growth, Desai says. “Many people call Rwanda 
a ‘success story,’ based on its economic profile and regulatory 
environment,” she says. “It’s important to unpack what’s been 
happening more deeply.”
 From a safety standpoint, the location is ideal for a study 
abroad program, she says. “I could walk around at 11:30 at night 
in some parts of Kigali, by myself, without worrying – which I 
can’t necessarily do in Indianapolis.”
 Along with Chemain Nanney, SPEA’s assistant director of 
international programs, Desai initiated the SPEA in Rwanda 
Program, which began this May. During two-and-a-half weeks 
in the country and several Bloomington-based sessions, students 
gained a firsthand perspective on how a nation recovers from 
internal conflict.
 “The 1994 genocide was person-on-person violence,” she 
says, distinguishing it from between-country wars. “This type of 
violence is probably the hardest to recover from.”  The recovery 
problems that Rwanda faced – not only rebuilding the civilian 
economy and addressing the needs of vast numbers of widows 
and orphaned children, but also determining a way forward 
for the many thousands of perpetrators – are now prevalent 
challenges in many of today’s post-conflict economies. 

Students had the opportunity to explore many aspects of 
Rwanda’s recovery, from meeting with domestic organizations 
like the widows’ cooperative Avega Agahazo and the youth-
focused “Never Again Rwanda” to observing how the floor plan 
in a government building can serve as a deterrent to corruption.  
 Students also visited genocide memorials and examined the 
dynamics of pedestrian and commercial border crossings. 
For Desai, the most compelling portion of the trip was a chance 
to talk with residents of one of Prison Fellowship Rwanda’s 
“Reconciliation Villages.” In these communities, perpetrators and 
victims of the genocide come together to live as neighbors.
 “This is the most difficult part to wrap your head around – 
how it is possible that perpetrators and victims can be brought 
together in this way,” she says. 
 This spirit of community is also evident in the country’s 
mandated public service day, Umuganda, which occurs on the 
last Saturday morning of each month. During this three-hour 
period, all adults are expected to contribute to community service 
projects such as street cleanup and building repair. 
 Having the class coincide with Umuganda was a priority for 
Desai, who wanted to make sure that students could observe and 
participate in the event. 
 “That was our last day before we headed back to 
Bloomington,” she says. “I think it was a very meaningful way 
to end the trip by working side-by-side with the people who are 
rebuilding Rwanda.”

“Many people call Rwanda a ‘success story,’ 
based on its economic profile and regulatory 
environment. . . .”

~ Sameeksha Desai
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I
n his more than 37 years with the Indian Diplomatic Service, Ambassador 
Rajendra Abhyankar learned ten languages; lived in cities as varied as Baghdad, 
Brussels, and Baku; and befriended presidents, Internet moguls, and renowned 
yogis. Each day brought a new challenge, whether it involved extraditing 
terrorists, securing harmonious relations with clashing factions, or developing 

policy on topics ranging from energy security to economic strategy. 
       Now, through his graduate course on The Practice of Diplomacy, 

the visiting professor is teaching SPEA master’s students to prepare for 
equally unpredictable careers. His chief goal is to help his students 

develop the ability to think on their feet and draw conclusions 
about new and complex problems. 
       “How do you quickly grasp the issue? How do you know 
where you should stand?” asks Abhyankar, who retired in 
2005 as India’s Secretary for the Ministry of External Affairs 
and Ambassador to the EU, Belgium, and Luxembourg. He 
has also served as India’s consul general in San Francisco, 
ambassador to Turkey and Azerbaijan, ambassador to Syria, 
high commissioner to Cyprus, and high commissioner to 
Sri Lanka. In his most recent book, Stuff Happens (2013), he 

writes about his eclectic experiences, ranging from conversations 
with Saddam Hussein to witnessing the rise of Silicon Valley. 

 Having also served as the founding director for the Centre for 
West Asian Studies in New Delhi, diplomat-in-residence for IU’s 

Center for American and Global Security, and chairman of the Kunzru 
Centre for Defense Studies and Research (a private think tank in Pune), 

Abhyankar knows that it’s not always possible to enter a position with full 
knowledge of the issues. Instead, he says, students interested in diplomacy need 

to hone the ability to analyze current affairs. 
           “My course is entirely based on issues that are present in daily discourse,” 

says Abhyankar, who joined SPEA in 2012. He challenges his students to 
identify a question of contemporary significance – research topics in spring 
2014 included child soldiers, foreign fighters in interstate conflicts, and 

BY ELISABETH ANDREWS     
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Scotland’s upcoming referendum on independence – and, over 
the course of several weeks, thoroughly educate themselves about 
the issue. 
 By the end of the course, they must present an issue brief 
that encapsulates the problem in only five pages. “The issue brief 
has to be such that if I start out knowing nothing about the topic, 
at the end of five pages I understand the issue and possibly what 
to do,” he says, explaining that this type of brief is precisely the 
sort of writing diplomats must produce. “The bosses you are 
writing for don’t have time to devote to reading. They need to be 
able to absorb a lot of information from your reports.”
 In designing the course, Abhyankar envisioned a range of 
potential careers for his students. Diplomacy, he says, is no longer 
confined to intergovernmental relations, but has instead become a 
critical skill in every sector. 
 “The state-to-state relationship doesn’t always get you to a 
solution. The scope of diplomacy has expanded to include the 
nonprofit sector, the academic sector, and the private sector. 
Because of globalization and the tremendous flow of information, 
citizens have become diplomats.” 
 Abhyankar has also put this principle of universal diplomacy 
into practice through a new SPEA capstone course he initiated 
this year. Students work directly with the British multinational 
corporation JCB, a major global manufacturer of construction 
equipment. Working with the client’s India office – and a nine-

and-a-half hour time difference – students produce confidential 
reports on highly sensitive topics. 
 In addition to providing practical experiences for students, 
Abhyankar has begun to draw on his many international 
connections to help SPEA build new institutional partnerships. 
Among the universities he has approached on SPEA’s behalf 
are the Hartog School of Government & Policy at Tel Aviv 
University, the Indian Institute of Technology in Bombay, and 
the Indian Institute of Management in Shillong. 
 He is also looking into potential partnership opportunities 
in Turkey, noting, “The president of Turkey is a personal friend.” 
Abhyankar explains that these lasting friendships – which he has 
also formed with the president of India, the crown prince of Abu 
Dhabi, and former San Francisco Mayor Willy Brown, to name 
just a few – are ultimately the greatest reward of a lifetime of 
international service. 

June 26, 2004:  Ambassador Abhyankar meets with 
Masoud Barzani (right), the leader of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party and a representative of its militant 
arm, the Pesh-Marga, or “ready to die” at Barzani’s 
guest house at Salahaddin in the north of Iraq. 
Heavy drapes ensure no light escapes.
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SPEA Professor Jeff White’s 
research in Greenland isn’t just 

international – it’s extraterrestrial. 

F
unded by a $2.4 million grant from NASA, White is 
part of a multi-institutional team developing methods 
for detecting life on Mars. 
    Unlike most of his collaborators, however, White 
is primarily concerned with the data’s implications 

for Earthlings. Many of his colleagues on the project – from 
IU Bloomington, Princeton, the Goddard Space Flight Center, 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and Honeybee Robotics, Inc. 
– are developing drilling procedures and methane measuring 
instruments in the cold, dry Greenland permafrost as potential 
tools for the search for bacteria-produced methane on the cold, 
dry subsurface of Mars. For White and his unit, though, the 
Greenland data also have tremendous value for understanding 
climate change.
 “We’re working at the edge of the biggest ice sheet in the 
Northern Hemisphere,” he says, pointing out that the ice is 
rapidly receding. “As the ice sheet melts, and regional permafrost 
thaws, these landscapes may release methane into the atmosphere 
that had been trapped in frozen soils and sediments.” 

 Tracking methane emissions from the thawing permafrost 
not only offers an indicator of the changing composition of 
Earth’s atmosphere but also suggests the direction of future 
climatic shifts. Because methane is a potent greenhouse gas 
that retains heat near the planet’s surface, more methane in the 
atmosphere is likely to contribute to warmer temperatures. Even 
more significantly, the wet soils resulting from the thaw offer 
ideal conditions for the methane-producing microbes to flourish.
 “As these systems warm, their potential to produce methane 
increases dramatically,” White says. “It’s a positive feedback loop.” 
 Serving as the lead for an Arctic climate feedback unit that 
includes Princeton geosciences Professor Tullis Onstott, IU 
Provost Professor of Geological Sciences Lisa Pratt, and SPEA 
master’s student Amy Goldman, White travels each winter and 
summer to Kangerlussuaq, a settlement of some 500 people. 
Winter temperatures can reach –40°F, and hauling the team’s 
extensive equipment to the remote area requires a military-style 
C-130 transport aircraft. 
 Although the area attracts some tourists who come to 
see the Northern Lights and track reindeer and musk oxen, 
White says that after a long, cold day collecting data his team 
is more interested in sleep than Arctic adventure. Luckily, the 
accommodations are comfortable, as a former U.S. airbase 
has been converted to dormitory-style hotel rooms where the 

MARs:
Mission
Made
Possible
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researchers stay. “We’re not sleeping in tents,” says White. “I’ve 
done that, but not for this project.”
 This is the fourth and final year for the Greenland data 
collection, which White’s team will use to model Arctic methane 
production feedbacks. He cautions, however, that it’s difficult to 
use the information to precisely forecast the future, because the 
rate of methane production will ultimately depend on where the 
water released by thawing permafrost flows. 
 “We can’t predict what the water will do,” White says. “If the 
soil stays wet, the microbes that make methane are happy, because 
they are anaerobic. But if the water drains away, then methane 
release rates will be low. One of the big areas of focus for the 
future is going to be on water budgets for thawing permafrost, 
and understanding this complex interaction between hydrology 
and methane production.”
 Although White’s team is the first to research methane 
cycles in Greenland, his research is part of a larger global effort 
to track what he refers to as “the warming and greening of the 
Arctic landscape.” He has joined with several working groups 

that include researchers investigating these processes in Siberia, 
Alaska, Canada, and northern Scandinavia. A recent synthesis 
project brought together data from 20 Arctic-climate research 
teams.
 White asserts that this area of research is still in an early 
stage, and emphasizes the importance of involving graduate 
students who can carry the effort forward. Even at this initial 
phase, however, he sees significant policy implications in the 
potential for climate change to rapidly compound itself. 
 “It looks like what we’re seeing are positive feedback loops 
that are accelerating,” White says. “On the policy side, what we 
need to struggle with is not whether these changes are human-
caused but how quickly they will come on and how we respond. 
We need to be looking at big and bold things now, because the 
multipliers are only getting stronger the more we wait.”

 
Clockwise from upper left: 
Russian Glacier and Lake 
at Margin; ice drill needed 
for six feet of ice; taking a 
breather as we pack our 
samples; The Team.

ON THE WEB

To read more about the Greenland methane project, see
www.indiana.edu/~spea/labs/whitelab/projects/greenland_methane.php
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B
orn and raised in Bangalore – the thriving, modern 
capital of the Indian state of Karnataka – SPEA 
alumnus Sandeep Vageeshwara, MPA’11, knew 
firsthand the importance of understanding the 
interactions of the private, public, and nonprofit 

sectors. Although his undergraduate and graduate studies were 
in engineering and technology, Vageeshwara always had an 
interest in local and international affairs. While working at 
Siemens Corporate Research and Technologies India, he got the 
opportunity to interact with government officials and nonprofit 
executives. After attending a nonprofit conference, he became 
fascinated by how these organizations worked and the valuable 
contributions they made to society. Soon, all these experiences 
motivated Vageeshwara to pursue a graduate degree in public 
affairs with a concentration in nonprofit management. 
 When looking at graduate programs, he was drawn to SPEA 
IUPUI because of SPEA’s high-caliber faculty, comprehensive 
curriculum, research resources, connection with the Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy, and the location of IUPUI in Indiana’s 
capital city. He began his graduate work in the fall of 2009, and 
while there, he enjoyed working with professors and interacting 
with students from all over the globe. “Having working 
professionals as classmates enabled me to gain exposure to the 
ongoing changes in the professional world,” says Vageeshwara.
 He also valued working as an intern at the Indiana State 
Museum Foundation. “The internship gave me the opportunity 
to not only apply the knowledge and skills I had gained from my 
graduate studies but also learn about Indiana,” says Vageeshwara.

 Vageeshwara finished his MPA in 2011 and has returned 
to his hometown of Bangalore, where he now works at Ingersoll 
Rand Technologies and Services Private Limited as senior 
analyst–innovation. In this role, he organizes programs aimed 
at stimulating and facilitating innovation at the company. For 
example, in 2013 he contributed significantly to designing and 
implementing a conference for Ingersoll Rand’s Engineering and 
Technology Centers in India. 
 When Vageeshwara began SPEA’s MPA program, he did 
not know whether he would return to his hometown immediately 
after completing his degree. “However, it had always been my 
intention to eventually settle in Bangalore, as my roots and family 
are in this city,” he says. Not only is Bangalore often called the 
“Silicon Valley of India” because of its information technology 
industry, Vageeshwara feels that the city is a lively one with many 
outstanding professional and recreational opportunities. 
 His SPEA degree has helped him take on challenging 
assignments related to management and administration. 
Although he currently works in the private sector, nonprofit 
lessons about service delivery, planning, performance 
measurement, and human resource management are also 
valuable in the for-profit world. “What I learned about volunteer 
management has been particularly helpful, since I often need to 
obtain the cooperation of colleagues over whom I do not have 
formal authority,” Vageeshwara says.
 He says what he learned at SPEA Indianapolis he now 
applies in his own state capital. He fondly remembers his time at 
IUPUI as a “wonderful and unforgettable experience.”

Alum takes Indianapolis lessons 
to Indian capital city

BY ROSE SOLIVEN

Indiana 
to India

From
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On top of the world

A
lthough landlocked and situated high in the Himalayas, Nepal is by no means immune 
from the struggles plaguing other nations around the world. Political and economic 
rights, advancement of women in public life, local governance, environmental conflicts, 
and civil disputes are all among the issues confronting Nepalis and their government. 
George Varughese is right in the middle of it all.

    Varughese (SPEA joint Ph.D. in Public Administration and Political Science, 1999) 
is the Nepal country representative for The Asia Foundation. The international nonprofit, 
nongovernmental organization is committed to improving lives across a dynamic and developing 
Asia.
 From the Foundation’s office in Kathmandu, Varughese oversees a broad range of programs that 
support Nepal’s peaceful transition to a federal republic form of government. It’s a challenging job 
given the isolation and poverty of Nepal and its anxiety-inducing location between India and China. 
Varughese is familiar with challenges. Before moving to Nepal in 2009, he was the Foundation’s 
country representative in Afghanistan for four years.
 At every stop, he has maintained his ties with SPEA and was recently appointed to the 
Distinguished Alumni Council. By email, Varughese agreed to answer four questions.

What do you see outside your window in Kathmandu and what does it tell you about Nepal 
that Americans need to know?
 I see a peaceful, bustling city surrounded by beautiful mountain scenery. Nepal remains one of the most 
desirable countries to visit, not only because of its natural beauty but also because of the clearly evident, 
fascinating contradictions in a country struggling to reconcile the urgent imperatives of political and 
socioeconomic modernization with the inertia of a fatalistic, patriarchical, and hierarchical society.  

What are the most urgent challenges facing Nepal and what can you and the Foundation 
do to solve them?
 Nepal is in a six-year-old suboptimal equilibrium that is unhealthy for democratic and socioeconomic 
progress. To break out of that, the following are necessary:  

SPEA alum 
works for 
peaceful 
political 

transformation 
in Nepal

BY JIM HANCHETT
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1. A constitution drafted and promulgated that adequately addresses 
pluralistic politics, articulates a framework for federalization of 
Nepal, and guarantees the inclusion of marginalized Nepalis;

2. transitional justice provided for internally displaced, 
disappeared, and wrongfully killed persons, and other victims of 
conflict; and

3. stable political government that delivers on the above two as 
well as on pressing developmental needs.

Programs that lay the foundation for an equitable restructuring of 
the Nepali state, improved governance capacity at local levels, and 
more civic engagement are critically important. The Asia Foundation 
is supporting and encouraging a smooth political transition, conflict 
transformation at national and subnational levels, enhanced women’s 
rights and security, accountable local governance, and broadened 
economic opportunity.

How does your SPEA education help in your current 
position?
 I met my mentors Elinor and Vincent Ostrom through SPEA’s 
Professor Jim Perry, who saw the potential link in our interests. Over 
the course of my study and apprenticeship at the Ostrom Workshop in 
Political Theory and Policy Analysis, the Ostroms, Kerry Krutilla, 

Roger Parks, and many other SPEA scholars transformed my rather 
pedestrian approach to framing policy dilemmas into an empirical 
evidence-based, theoretically grounded set of tools that I deploy with 
my teams in remaining contextual and relevant in the countries 
we serve. This is important as development aid increasingly seeks 
quick, durable results in extremely complex contexts. In that sense, the 
education at SPEA was more than the degree; it was a challenging 
series of exciting encounters and deeply meaningful relationships that 
matched my ever-changing intellectual needs with a humble, honest, 
and sincere appraisal of the world outside academia.

What is one element of life at IU in Bloomington that you 
wish you had in Kathmandu and what is one aspect of life 
in Nepal that Hoosiers would enjoy?
 I miss the combination of access to renowned scholarship offered 
in the bucolic settings of Bloomington, and think that Hoosiers would 
enjoy interacting with young Nepali social entrepreneurs who are 
increasingly demonstrating that they can lead positive, durable change 
in every sphere of Nepali life.
   

alums

ON THE WEB

To read more about the George Varigjese and The Asia Foundation, see
http://asiafoundation.org/about/profile/george-varughese
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Georgia on her mind
In just a few short years, Khatuna Gogaladze, MPA’08, has 
gone from walking the College Mall in Bloomington to striding 
through a national capitol as a cabinet minister. 
 Gogaladze is in her second year as the Minister of the 
Environment and Natural Resources Protection for the nation 
of Georgia. She had worked for an environmental organization 
in the Georgian capital of Tbilisi since 2008, shortly after her 
graduation from SPEA. She earned a master’s degree in public 
affairs as an Edmund S. Muskie Graduate Scholar.
 Georgia, which became independent in 1991 with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, is located in the Southern Caucasus 
region on the border of Europe and Asia, sandwiched between 
Russia and Turkey on the eastern edge of the Black Sea. The 
mountainous country has a population of 4.6 million and is 
slightly larger than West Virginia. 
 The ministry is challenging and gives Gogaladze 
an opportunity to represent her nation and the cause of 
environmental protection globally.  She recently was featured in 
a United Nations video on the benefits of the UN’s Environment 
Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya. Gogaladze consults regularly with 
leaders of neighboring nations as they work to offset the effects 
of climate change on pasture land. 
 But not all of the challenges of the office are so global 
in nature. In Georgia, residents celebrate New Year’s Day by 
decorating a spruce or fir tree.  According to a press report, 
Gogaladze urged the Georgian population to restrain from 
selling or buying the trees for New Year’s to preserve Georgia’s 
natural fir groves.  
 She said there would be a hefty fine for cutting down a 
single tree and violators who chop down several trees could face 
criminal charges.
 Gogaladze took a few minutes away from her duties of 
protecting trees and fighting climate change to answer our four 
questions.

How does your SPEA education help in your current 
position?
 Concepts and approaches learned at SPEA contributed a lot to 
broadening my vision not only on well-experienced methodologies 
of addressing environmental challenges but also on public 
administration. Each single course taken at SPEA has been extremely 
useful at my new position. I hope I will manage to build a strong 
environmental management system in Georgia and in that case I 
would say without any exaggeration, that SPEA has played a key role 
in my success.
 
What are the greatest challenges facing your office?
 Lack of professionals and technical capacities in the whole sector, 
inadequate awareness on environmental aspects, weak institutional 
setup, and unfavorable legislation – and this is an incomplete list. 
So, we have to deal with all of them and try to find the appropriate 
solutions.

 
SPEA alum represents 

a nation and the cause 
of environmental 

protection globally.
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Is there anything in particular you miss about SPEA, IU or 
Bloomington?
 I had spent so many hours in the library that, to be honest, I was 
thinking I would never, never miss it. But I do . . . I miss lots of things 
in Bloomington: my MeadowCreek apartments with a very nice 
swimming pool and very nice people working there (especially Roy 
who gave his bicycle to my daughter), I miss walking in the College 
Mall with my family, I miss even a dollar store, but most important 
I miss my SPEA and lots of friends gained during those two years. It 
was two incredibly sweet years in IU.

Any closing thoughts to share with your colleagues here or 
with students considering enrolling at SPEA?
 I would say to my professors that I am much honored that I had 
a chance to attend their classes. I would say to my friends from SPEA 
that I was so lucky that I met them and I would say to students 
considering coming to SPEA not to pass up that big chance! ON THE WEB

To learn more about Gogaladze, go to the Minister of Environment’s website:
http://moe.gov.ge/index.php?sec_id=40&lang_id=ENG
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SPEA classrooms have desks and computers, jungles and subways. 
From a ghetto in Jamaica to the tony streets of London, SPEA 
students and professors are advancing knowledge. These stories 
describe the many ways SPEA’s people are making a difference 
many miles from Bloomington and Indianapolis….
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Arresting professors offer 
SPEA’s first criminal justice 
overseas program

W
hen SPEA Dean John Graham asked SPEA 
IUPUI faculty members Crystal Garcia and 
Kenna Quinet to develop a criminal justice 
study abroad program in London for the 
summer of 2013, they were enthusiastic to 

teach their areas of expertise from a United Kingdom perspective. 
In a few short months, they prepared two complementary two-
week, three-credit-hour courses for SPEA’s first-ever criminal 
justice overseas program.
 SPEA’s expert in crime, murder, and homicide patterns, 
Quinet taught Homicide in England and the U.S.: Patterns, 
Trends, Investigations and Select Cases. Garcia, whose 
expertise includes community corrections, taught Comparative 
Punishment: Making Them Pay in Europe and the U.S.A.
 “What I liked from the London experience is that because 
we borrowed so much from the British – criminal law, common 
law, early punishments – we were at the same place at one 
point. It was interesting to see where we went and compare why 
throughout history,” says Garcia.
 In this content-intensive program, students read cases and 
toured local sites. Some excursions, including Bath, Stonehenge, 
Tower of London and the London Eye, were open to all SPEA 

students studying in London, while other trips – the Jack the 
Ripper walking tour and the Clink Prison Museum – related 

directly to Garcia and 
Quinet’s courses.

 

Crimes        & Punishments
Guest lecturers also enhanced the learning experience. These 
included Jeremy Horder, who helped design England’s homicide 
laws; Mark Jackson of the London Metropolitan Police, 
who spoke to students about homicide mapping and human 
trafficking; and David Wilson, the premier British expert on 
serial killers.   
 This was the first time Garcia and Quinet have taught 
an overseas course, and they enjoyed learning alongside their 
students. “We were all fascinated by the differences and 
commonalities between U.S. concepts of manslaughter, self-
defense and a number of other concepts,” says Quinet. 
 Garcia says she enjoyed the accessibility and interaction 
between students and herself. On multiple occasions, she met 
with students for study sessions. 
 “Being tossed in a new country and forced to learn 
the culture and overcome challenges, some as simple as 
transportation, gives an individual the ability to adapt to any 
situation,” says Troy Brown, a SPEA IUPUI student who 
participated in the criminal justice program in London. “These 
skills will be my greatest asset when pursuing a career.”
 Planning this study abroad course sparked future 
international ideas for the professors. Quinet would like to host 
and teach a group of students from another country at IUPUI. 
Garcia hopes to offer a service-learning study abroad program 
so criminal justice students can embed themselves in the 
community, similar to the class she currently teaches here.  
 Garcia and Quinet agree all students benefit from study 
abroad experiences. Quinet says some of her students told her 
this course motivated them to find jobs abroad. “No matter where 
they end up, though, they will have a better and more global 

perspective,” she 
says. 

BY ROSE SOLIVEN    
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IUPUI professor links 
students to international 
security experts
This summer, SPEA Professor William A. Foley, Jr. provided 
students with an extraordinary insider’s look into the workings of 
public affairs in the United Kingdom. “United States and United 
Kingdom National and Homeland Security,” a four-week, six-
credit-hour program, emphasized the similarities and differences 
among U.S., UK, European Union, and NATO policies.
 Foley began working his international connections in 
the fall of 2013 to schedule tours and guest lecturers who are 
experts on the course topics, and the list is impressive. He 
plans took students to the U.S. Embassy in London, Global 
Communications Headquarters (the U.K.’s and EU’s counterpart 
to the U.S. National Security Agency), Parliament, High Court 
of Justice of England and Wales, and the site of the July 7, 2005, 
terrorist bombings on public transit in London. In addition, 
Foley introduced students to individuals from MI5 (U.K.’s 
domestic counter-intelligence and security agency), MI6 (British 
intelligence agency), Global Communications Headquarters, 
Royal United Services Institute, U.S. Department of the State, 
United Kingdom Embassy in Washington, D.C., U.S. Embassy 
in London, University of London, and King’s College.
 Foley atarted the course with a history of the United 
Kingdom and London. “When students are walking down 
the Strand, they need to know who walked down the Strand 
before them,” he says. Foley is a versatile full-time professor. He 
currently teaches national security, homeland security, and public 
safety at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, in-person as 
well as online. 
 Although this is Foley’s first time to plan and teach a study 
abroad course for SPEA IUPUI, he is no stranger to overseas 
work or event planning. In fact, because of his many years of 
academic and military work, Foley is the ideal leader for this 
particular study abroad program. Before joining SPEA in 
January 2008, Foley worked with the Chief Operational Plans, 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security. He also served with 
the Department of Homeland Security’s FEMA Region V’s 
Regional Interagency Steering Committee, and on the national 
committee that wrote the National Response Framework. He 
was also Director of Strategic Leadership at the United States 
Army War College, Chief of Operations for Homeland Security 
for U.S. Forces Command (FORSCOM), and Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Branch Chief at FORSCOM. Foley had also 
participated in NATO Reforger Infantry operations in Europe at 
the company and battalion levels. 

 The relationships Foley formed during those years keep him 
connected to the British Embassy, U.S. Embassy, Department of 
State, Department of Defense, and NATO. Even now, he is busy 
making new connections through his work on a crisis simulation 
that SPEA and the Indiana University Robert H. McKinney 
School of Law present every two years. 
 He has enjoyed working with study abroad students – 
especially those who have not had much travel experience 
outside of Indiana. He believes they gained an appreciation of 
the world and lessons about the ever-changing nature of public 
policy. “I hope they will be able to think in broader terms about 
international relations and engagement,” says Foley. “I hope they 
have learned that countries cooperate more with each other than 
they think.”
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Haijiang “Nick” Zhang

F
or Haijiang “Nick” Zhang, “study abroad” meant venturing to the United States in 2012 to attend SPEA, a school he chose 
for its national reputation in environmental conservation and nonprofit management. After 18 months studying in the U.S., 
Zhang, a SPEA graduate student, returned to his native country of China for an internship with The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) – an experience he hopes will further prepare him for a position in an environmental nongovernmental organization 
(NGO) in his homeland. His graduate studies in SPEA’s MPA-MSES dual degree program have enriched his work with 

TNC.
 “The internship with TNC opens a window for me to look at how an NGO is operating in China and creates opportunities to do 
comparative study between NGOs in the U.S. and China,” explains Zhang.  “The coursework I finished in SPEA gives me the policy 

analysis tools to understand NGO operation in a country 
whose policy is quite different from the U.S.”
 The Nature Conservancy’s China program aims 
to help the nation’s government achieve a sustainable 
balance of nature and people. The organization’s initiatives 
focus on reducing threats from development and climate 
change and introducing new conservation techniques 
and economic opportunities for struggling communities. 
The Nature Convervancy internship offers wide-ranging 
experience for students like Zhang. During his time in 
China, Zhang has developed scientific investigation plans, 
edited the organization’s first handbook on national reserve 
management, helped improve management systems, 
and engaged in scientific information collection system 
management. He’s also worked with local residents striving 
to make democracy work in the rural areas surrounding 
TNC’s natural reserve. These efforts include assisting with 
the development of village councils with representatives 
elected by local villagers. Tasked with voting on proposals, 
one village council recently approved funding to build a 
water irrigation system. 
 “My internship serves as firsthand experience for me 
to learn more about environmental NGOs,” said Zhang. 
“As a prework program, I have found working with TNC 
in a nature reserve both interesting and challenging.”

BY JILL JANSEN

Broad Visions, 
Wide Horizons
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Gabrielle 
Hurley
Amazing things happen when 
you give a small group of IU 
students a week in Jamaica 
to make a difference. Just 
ask Gabrielle Hurley, a 2014 
graduate of SPEA’s MPA 
program. As civic engagement 
advisor for IU Student Life 
and Learning, a unit of 
the university’s Division of 
Student Affairs, Hurley was 
instrumental in coordinating 
the university’s first “Project 
Jamaica” alternative break 
experience in May 2013. A 
second group just returned 
from this year’s trip.
 “The program attracts 
a variety of students – those 
who have a passion for youth, 
those who have a strong understanding of service and why it’s important, and some who just want 
the experience of traveling abroad,” explains Hurley. “It becomes valuable regardless of your area of 
academic interest.” 
 Armed with hammers, nails, and a unique purpose, these students spend their time in Treasure 
Beach and Negril, Jamaica, rebuilding and renovating early childhood and primary schools. While 
this work by the sea yields a much-needed oasis of learning for Jamaica’s underprivileged children, 
there are rewards for all.
 “My favorite moment is on our last day when I’m privileged to witness not only how much 
progress has been made, but how much these college students have grown individually and as 
a team,” Hurley says. “It’s beautiful to see how a group of 15 students develop from complete 
strangers coming to Jamaica for a variety of reasons to a team of friends united in a shared 
experience and passion for service.”
 Hurley, who earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education, developed an interest in 
nonprofit work during a two-year term with AmeriCorps VISTA and then chose SPEA for 
graduate school based on its reputation in nonprofit management. She recently accepted a position 
as director of graduate support at Sisters Academy of Baltimore, an independent, tuition-free 
Catholic middle school for girls from underserved areas in the region.
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Jessica Corry
A native of Bellaire, Michigan, Jessica Corry first visited a 
developing country during her sophomore year at Grand Valley 
State University. She’ll never forget that trip to the Dominican 
Republic – an eye-opening journey that has fueled her interest in 
the developing world ever since.
 “I was most surprised by the intense poverty right next door 
to five-star resorts,” recalls Corry. “People with no electricity, no 
school, no healthcare, no clean water . . . living right next to hotels 
with unlimited food and clean water.”
 Corry credits this experience with sparking her decision to 
embark on a yearlong service trip through The World Race. She 
traveled to 11 countries during the year, working on behalf of 11 
nonprofit organizations. 
 International travel is an important part of Corry’s life. To 
date, she has traveled to some 50 countries – more than most 
people visit in a lifetime. Her desire to “go and explore the world” 
blossomed at a young age, and through her position as marketing 
graduate assistant for the SPEA Overseas Education Programs, 
Corry has had a unique opportunity to share her excitement about 
studying abroad with SPEA students.
 “I have a huge passion for helping students become immersed 
in international opportunities,” says Corry, a 2014 graduate of 
SPEA’s MPA program. “I love talking about it and feel like I’m 
always in recruitment mode – trying to encourage students to study abroad.”
 It was Corry’s extensive travel experience that made her the perfect candidate for the graduate 
assistantship in the study abroad office – a position she learned about from SPEA’s graduate 
recruiter.  
 As part of the assistantship, Corry, a freelance photographer and videographer, has produced 
promotional videos for SPEA’s overseas programs in Oxford, London, Croatia/Bosnia, Berlin, and 
others. This summer, she traveled with SPEA students to South Africa, Rwanda, and Uganda to 
interview students and faculty for the same purpose. 
 “The most common thing I hear students say is that study abroad programs give them a bigger 
view of the world and open them up to understanding how different people, structures, and systems 
work together,” says Corry. “Whether or not they have plans to work or live internationally, the U.S. 
itself is such a diverse place, that having cultural awareness and experiences dealing with people 
from other countries are important qualities employers are looking for.”
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An informed global view

PROFILE: Bryce Carmine, Member, SPEA Dean’s Council

BY JIM HANCHETT      

The photos are 
unforgettable. 

Bryce Carmine 
saw it in person, 

witnessing the 
aftermath of 

the Kobe, Japan 
earthquake in 

1995 that flipped 
an elevated 

expressway on 
its side. The 

lessons he 
learned observing 

the halting 
reconstruction of 

that road informed 
a global view 

that lifted him 
to the top of the 
corporate world 

and now benefits 
SPEA through 

his position on the 
Dean’s Council.
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T
he timing was unfortunate. Carmine had arrived 
in Kobe just after the disaster to take charge of Eli 
Lilly’s operation in Japan. His new home was near 
the upended interstate highway. “I would drive by and 
day after day, nothing happened,” Carmine says. No 

giant bulldozers removing the rubble and no barriers, cones, and 
construction workers. “For 12 to 15 months absolutely nothing 
happened. The rubble and destruction just stayed there.”
 But something was happening: “All of a sudden thousands 
of people with heavy equipment descended on that freeway. It 
was cleared and gone and a new freeway was built. One of the 
things that came out of that for me was a graphic example of 
how decisions get made and work gets done in Japan. In the U.S., 
it gets done bit by bit, top down. So there would have been an 
immediate order to remove the rubble and then incrementally the 
new freeway would have been built.
 “In Japan, everyone has a say in how the freeway gets 
built so the decision goes up and down, up and down inside 
the organization so it appears nothing happens on the outside. 
Everyone has their say about how to build the new freeway. It 

appears things are moving slowly but they’re not. As the plan is 
evolving they’re also doing all the detailed planning, how much 
cement we’ll need, where to put the bulldozers, where to get the 
steel and how much it will cost. When the decision is finally 
made, bang, they’re ready to build. And everybody feels good 
about the process. It’s a very different way of decisionmaking. 
It’s not that one way is good or bad, it’s just they’re different. 
Experiences like this helped me to become curious vs. a critic.”
 Carmine proved adept at getting the best out of both systems 
for Lilly. He grew up in New Zealand, graduated from Massey 
University and joined Lilly as a salesman in 1975. Over a 36-year 
career, he rose through the ranks and crossed off the continents: 
Australia, Asia including Korea and Japan, and finally the U.S. 
His titles included executive vice president of global marketing 
and sales, president of global product development, and president 
and general manager in Japan. When he “retired” in 2011, he was 
president of Lilly Bio-Medicines and an executive vice president 
at Lilly & Co. with a suitcase full of stories about the world’s 
many systems:
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ON THE WEB

For more on Bryce Carmine, see

www.linkedin.com/pub/bryce-carmine/a/4a3/153

For more on SPEA’s Dean’s Council, see

www.indiana.edu/~spea/about_spea/advisory_group/index.shtml

 

“One of the things that impressed me 
in my initial conversation with [Dean 
Graham] was the role that SPEA can play 
in the global climate and healthcare 
debates.”

~ Bryce Carmine

•	 Recruiting employees for Lilly in Australia, Carmine learned 
to live like an Australian, a tough act for a New Zealander! 
“If the Australians perceive you as having one eye on the 
next step in your career and one eye on your current job, 
your efforts will be devalued,” he recalls. “You have to be 
interested in the history, the heritage, the culture, and 
the individuals you meet in order to succeed. They have 
to believe you care about their success and securing their 
prosperity beyond your immediate tenure.”

•	 Staffing Lilly’s young affiliate in Japan, Carmine found Lilly 
Japan losing out on top employees who wanted to work for 
big-name Japanese firms. Young men from top universities 
in Japan didn’t want to take a chance with an unknown 
company from Indianapolis. Part of the solution was to 
recruit women. “The big Japanese companies at the time 
didn’t value women as much as we do,” he says. “Lilly Japan 
has now become an extraordinarily successful company in 
Japan and our women leaders have played a stronger role for 
us than they have for many Japanese companies.”

•	 Even a simple pharmaceutical transaction is complicated 
by conflicting global systems. “When Lilly develops a drug 
to market globally, you have to understand that doctors 
practice medicine differently in Canada and Mexico and 
China,” Carmine says. He became curious to learn how 
medical practices differed as he traveled the globe. He also 
observes that health reimbursement systems are different. 
“The majority of the world outside the U.S. has a single-
payer healthcare system. So success depends on your ability 
to recognize these differences and not view them as right or 
wrong, just differences to be managed.” 

 Upon retirement, Carmine was invited by SPEA Dean 
John D. Graham to join the Dean’s Council. Graham believed 
an internationally minded executive with expertise in global 
healthcare systems was a perfect fit for an internationally 
minded school that is broadening its research and coursework in 
healthcare management and policy.

 “I always thought I would like to participate in higher 
education and I was educated as a teacher,” Carmine says in a 
Skype conversation from his winter home in Sydney, Australia. 
As a young man, he went into business rather than the classroom 
but says he always maintained strong ties with academic and 
research institutions that had Lilly connections. 
 “One of the things that impressed me in my initial 
conversation with John was the role that SPEA can play in the 
global climate and healthcare debates,” Carmine says. “When 
you consider the accomplished SPEA faculty with their collective 
intelligence and experience and you put it together with the very 
diverse cohort of people on the Dean’s Council, you have the 
potential to be incredibly impactful. You’ve got all the merits but 
none of the baggage of a lobbyist, all the connections and the 
credibility, but you are not perceived as a vested interest. SPEA is 
really much more than just an academic institution.”
 Carmine is much more than a former pharmaceutical 
executive. In addition to his work with SPEA, he’s helping guide 
a small, biotech firm with a promising treatment for multiple 
myeloma. He’s advising a medical research institute to help secure 
commercial buyers for their research. He’s hoping to add new 
international destinations to his experiences including Siberia, 
Tibet, and Myanmar. It’s not how most people would think of 
retirement. Not better or worse but, as Carmine has discovered at 
so many points in his professional life, it’s different. 
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A SAMPLING OF CURRENT RESEARCH, THE SPEA 
FACULTy wHO ARE DOING IT, AND THE GRANTS THAT 
HELP MAkE IT POSSIBLERESEARCH  NEwS  

Matthew Baggetta (IUB), 
$49,693 from the Spencer 
Foundation as part of their 
“New Civics” Research 
Initiative, which aims to 
“support research that 
deepens our understanding 
of educational and other 
influences on civic action.” 
The funded research study, 
entitled “Uncovering the Civic 
Extracurriculum: Systematic 
Social Observation of Collegiate 
Associations,” has two aims: (1) 
to better understand how college 
students learn civic attitudes 
and behaviors in extracurricular 
settings and (2) to improve 
the quality of data collected on 
voluntary associations. 

Christopher Craft (IUB), along 
with the Wetlands Lab, a five-
year, $216,000 grant to continue 
research into the effects of 
human activities, climate 
change, eutrophication and 
restoration, on coastal wetlands. 
Funded by the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) and based 
on Sapelo Island, the Georgia 
Coastal Ecosystems Long Term 
Ecological Research (GCE 
LTER) program investigates 
the patterns and processes of 
coastal, estuarine, and near 
shore environments of the 
southeastern U.S. coast. The 
program, initiated in 2000, 
supports scientists from seven 
universities and is funded with 
about $1,000,000 per year 
from NSF. Professor Craft 
is a founding member of the 
GCE LTER and serves on the 
executive committee of the 
program. 

Samee Desai (IUB), $45,395 
from the Kauffman Foundation 
to study regional conditions 
for new high-growth start-up 
firms. She will work with several 

students to assess the effect of 
the policy environment and 
regional resources on the start-
up and location decisions of 
high-growth firms. Using data 
from Inc. Magazine’s “5000 list” 
from 2007 onwards, they will 
analyze firms that achieved 20 
percent of revenue growth for 
three consecutive years. The 
study will include survey data 
collection and interviews with 
the founders or founding teams 
of the firms.

Jerome Dumortier 
(IUPUI), $51,065 from Soy 
Transportation to study 
an alternative, sustainable 
approach to fuel taxes. The 
project examines the impact 
of legislation introduced on a 
federal and individual state level 
that would primarily do two 
things: immediately reduce the 
gasoline and diesel tax by one 
cent, and immediately index 
the gasoline and diesel tax to 
inflation.

Eric Grommon and Jeremy 
Carter (IUPUI), $180,481 
from Engility Corporation 
to facilitate process and 
outcome evaluations for the 
National Institute of Justice’s 
Communications Technology 
Center of Excellence. Grommon 
and Carter will become familiar 
with the functional capabilities 
of communications technologies 
employed by criminal justice 
agencies and aid in the 
determination of the effect 
of technology procurement 
decisions to support operations.

Drew Klacik (IUPUI), $45,000 
from Indianapolis Downtown 
Incorporated (IDI) for a 
residential market study. IDI 
engaged the IU Public Policy 
Institute to conduct a downtown 

residential market study. It 
looked  specifically at a number 
of newly constructed and under-
construction upscale apartment 
units and considered the impact 
of changing housing products 
and consumer perceptions on 
demand for downtown living. 
The study also looked at 
how downtown Indianapolis 
contributes economically to the 
region and the state.

John Krauss (IUPUI), $92,000 
from the City of Carmel for a 
project to evaluate outcomes 
from the Carmel City Center 
and Old Town redevelopment 
efforts. The study focuses first 
on developing and objectively 
describing indicators of change 
including demographics; 
employment; public, private, 
and not-for-profit investments; 
as well the strategies’ impact 
on Carmel’s property tax base 
and other fiscal outcomes. The 
team will survey both supporters 
and opponents of recent 
changes to collect information 
on qualitative changes in 
image, quality of life, and the 
redevelopment process. 

Kerry Krutilla (IUB), $200,000 
from the Electric Power 
Research Institute to study the 
comparative cost-effectiveness 
of market interventions 
mandated by federal regulations 
or other policies whose aim is 
to reduce mortality risks in the 
areas of health, occupational 
health and safety, transportation, 
and the environment. Associate 
Professor David Good, Ph.D. 
students Yu Zhang and Gabriel 
Piña, and Dean John Graham 
are also on the project team. 
The research will compute 
cost-effectiveness ratios of 
different interventions using 
standardized assumptions about 

the treatment of non-health and 
morbidity benefits, and effects 
on longevity and quality of life. 
The nature and the extent of 
uncertainty around the estimates 
of lives or life years saved will be 
characterized and explained.  

Kim Novick (IUB), $562,000 
from the Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory to support 
research into the biological 
and meteorological controls 
on carbon and water cycling in 
the forests of central Indiana. 
The research is centered around 
the flux monitoring tower in 
the Morgan-Monroe State 
Forest (MMSF), which has 
been collecting continuous 
measurements of ecosystem 
carbon flux, evapotranspiration, 
and relevant meteorological 
variables since 1998. Since 
operations began, data from 
MMSF have been used in 
more than 60 research papers 
exploring interactions between 
forest ecosystems and the 
atmosphere, which have 
collectively improved our ability 
to both measure and model 
the vegetative controls on 
atmospheric CO2 concentration. 

Sam Nunn (IUPUI), $350,000 
from the Indiana Criminal 
Justice Institute to support 
traffic safety analysis and 
reporting for the State of 
Indiana. This work provides 
policymakers with the facts they 
need to address traffic-related 
issues. This is a longstanding 
partnership between the IU 
Center for Criminal Justice 
Research at the Public Policy 
Institute and the Indiana 
Criminal Justice Institute. 
Findings are presented in a 
series of nine issue briefs/fact 
sheets and the annual Indiana 
Crash Fact Book.
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Inc., a Bloomington, Ind.-based 
manufacturer of medical devices, as 
vice president of public policy. She 
lives in Indianapolis.

Last fall, University of Arkansas 
professor of recreation and 
sport management Merry L. 
Moiseichik, Cert’88, ReD’90, was 
elected a fellow of the American 
Academy for Park and Recreation 
Administration. Fellows are 
chosen for their leadership within 
the profession; involvement in 
other community, state, regional, 
or national organizations; 
and their presentations and 
publications. Moiseichik 
actively promotes community 
development through recreation 
and provides consulting services 
to communities to encourage 
community recreation directors to 
provide quality recreation services. 
She has written a best-selling 
book on parks and recreation, 
Management for Park and Recreation 

1960s

The IU School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs recently 
received a $3 million gift from Paul 
O’Neill, MPA’66, the largest private 
donation in the school’s history. 
He is the former U.S. Secretary of 
the Treasury, and former chairman 
and CEO of Alcoa. O’Neill began 
his public service career in 1961 as 
a computer systems analyst with 
the U.S. Veterans Administration. 
In 1967, he joined the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget, serving 
as deputy director from 1974 to 
1977. He was appointed Secretary 
of the Treasury under President George W. Bush. A Pittsburgh resident, O’Neill 
is a widely respected leader in the business and nonprofit sectors. He was the 
president of International Paper. Later he served as chairman of the RAND Corp. 
in addition to his tenure at Alcoa. In May, O’Neill served as commencement 
speaker at  the  Indiana University Bloomington graduate commencement 
ceremony. He received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters at the ceremony.

CLASSNOTES  Wondering what your classmates and former 
professors are up to? Check out Class Notes.. 

Agencies. Moiseichik lives in 
Fayetteville, Ark.

1990s

Liza Marczak Dimitri, BS’96, recently 
changed the name of her barbeque 
sauce company from “Hoosier 
Mama’s Slammin’ BBQ Sauce” to 
“3 Spicy Boys BBQ Sauce.” More 
information about the company 
and its products can be found at 
http://3spicyboys.blogspot.com. 
Dimitri lives in Auburn, Me.

Edward B. “Bo” Gibbs, BS’97, 
provides private wealth management 
at Berman Capital Advisors in Atlanta. 
He and his wife, Alison (Morgan), 
BS’95, MS’97, met at IU Bloomington 
on his 21st and her 22nd birthday 
and were married at Beck Chapel 
on campus. After 11 years living 
and working in the Atlanta area, Bo 
recently became president of the 
board of directors of the Atlanta 
Chapter of the IU Alumni Association 

1970s

Polly D. Boruff-Jones, BA’79, MLS’96, 
Cert’06, MPA’10, became dean of the 
Indiana University Kokomo Library. 
She previously served as director of 
library and information services at 
F.W. Olin Library at Drury University 
in Springfield, Mo., where she also 
served as director of academic 
computing. Prior to that, she was 
associate dean for learning, teaching, 
and research at IUPUI. As dean of 
the IU Kokomo Library, she leads all 
areas of library administration and 
operation.

1980s

After 51 years in Indiana, many of 
which were spent in Bloomington, 
Mark Dame, BA’84, Cert’89, MPA’93, 
now lives in Lubbock, Texas, where 
he is a professor and health care 
administration consultant at Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences 
Center. He writes that he is a member 
of the alumni board of trustees for 
the IU Delta Chi chapter. 
 
Connor Prairie vice president of 
exhibits, programs, interpretation, 
and facilities Cathryn C. Ferree, 

BA’86, Cert’98, MPA’04, was 
appointed as a Noyce Leadership 
Institute fellow in March. Ferree 
is one of 18 senior-level leaders 
from across the globe to become 
a participant in the yearlong 
sponsored fellowship. The aim of the 
fellowship is to increase the public 
impact of science centers, museums, 
and related institutions. Ferree will 
use the fellowship to help foster 
dialogue on informal learning and 
how it can integrate with formal 
education to support learning 
in history, science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
beyond the traditional enrichment 
field trip. Connor Prairie is an 
interactive history park in Fishers, Ind. 
Ferree lives in Indianapolis.

Todd M. Gorden, BS’85, was recently 
promoted to senior territory business 
manager at Bristol–Myers Squibb. 
He is responsible for promoting the 
rheumatoid arthritis drug Orencia 
for patients in Washington, D.C, and 
northern Virginia. Gorden lives in 
Charlotte, N.C., with his 9-year-old 
daughter, Isabel.

Gretchen K. Gutman, BA’86, MPA’87, 
JD’97, recently joined Cook Group 

YEP, SHE’S ONE OF OUrS! 

Lynn richards, 
MPA/MSES’97
Nationally recognized smart 
growth expert Lynn Richards has 
been elected to serve as the next 
president and chief executive 
officer of the Congress for the New 
Urbanism (CNU). Formerly with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Office of Sustainable 
Communities, Richards assumed her role at CNU July 1.

Richards has had a distinguished career at EPA, including 
authoring significant research and implementing policy changes 
at the federal, state, and local levels. She helped break down 
roadblocks and coordinate funding among HUD, DOT, EPA and 
other agencies that affect the built and natural environment.  As 
an urban design expert, Richards has worked on placemaking 
issues with state and local governments, helping them reimagine 
their towns and cities.

“Lynn is dynamic and motivating,” said incoming Board Chair 
Doug Farr. “I’m excited to work with her to build CNU’s core asset 
– our fearless and creative members. Together, we will inspire 
designers, planners, and community advocates everywhere to 
build places people love.”
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Are you a dedicated 
alum who wants to 
step up as a leader for 
SPEA? If so, consider 
becoming involved 
with the SPEA Alumni 
Association Board. 
The Board’s mission is 
to inspire and cultivate 
dynamic interactions 
among alumni, SPEA 
faculty, and students 
for the betterment of the School and the professions 

Distinguished Graduate Alumni Award recipient
 

John Fernandez
BSPA’85; MPA’89

 
John Fernandez serves as Chief 
Innovation Officer and Partner at 
Dentons, an international law firm 
serving clients worldwide with 75 
offices in over 50 countries. Prior 
to joining Dentons, he served as 
President Barack Obama’s assistant 
secretary of commerce for economic 
development.
 “While studying at SPEA, the 
curriculum and faculty helped 
transform my personal opinions 
about public policies into informed 
and sometimes persuasive 
argument. The quantitative, data-
driven elements of financial management and program development 
made a huge difference in my ability to lead large public and private 
organizations.”
 John quickly put his education into practice when he was elected 
to the Bloomington City Council. He then completed law school and 
clerked for Indiana Supreme Court Justice, Roger DeBruler. John 
also served as the mayor of Bloomington, Indiana, from 1996 to 
2003. Under his leadership, Bloomington’s economy thrived, despite 
facing significant changes arising from globalization. John worked 
with business and IU leaders to launch Bloomington’s Life Sciences 
Partnership, securing more than $243 million in private investments 
and creating more than 3,700 jobs. He also developed an aggressive 
downtown revitalization plan resulting in more than $100 million in 
new investments.
 The U.S. Senate unanimously confirmed President Obama’s 
appointment of him in 2009 to head the Economic Development 
Administration (EDA), where John was the chief architect of the 
administration’s regional innovation strategies. During his tenure, he 
launched new coordinated federal initiatives to accelerate innovation-
based growth strategies, including the “i6 Challenge” and the “Jobs 
and Innovation Accelerator Challenge.”  Additionally, John re-
engineered the business processes at the EDA, reducing grant-making 
decision cycles from 128 business days to less than 20.
 While at the U.S. Department of Commerce, John represented the 
U.S. government at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), where he served as chairman of the Territorial 
Development Policy Committee.
 Prior to his federal appointment, John led the new development 
and acquisition team at First Capital Group, an Indiana-based real 
estate investment firm. He played a critical role in expanding the 
firm’s regional and national investment footprint. John also served 
as of counsel at Krieg DeVault, an Indianapolis-based law firm, where 
he advised private and governmental organizations on economic 
development, public finance and policy issues.
 When asked about his decision to study at SPEA, John explained, 
“For someone like me, who viewed political engagement as a civic 
duty, the concept of combining public policy studies with strong 
management training struck me as a very practical. I wanted to do 
more than just think about or debate policies, I wanted to get directly 
involved solving real problems and building a better community.”

Presenting the 2014 Distinguished Alumni Award Winners
Distinguished Undergraduate Alumni Award recipient

 

Jayma Meyer
BSPA’75 

Jayma Meyer began her education 
at IU after missing qualifying for 
the Munich Olympics swim team 
in 1972. She recalls being in her 
Forest dorm room, watching her 
friends compete in the games and 
wondering how she would carve 
out her own new path. Jayma recalls 
“This was not a joyous beginning 
to my IU education. However, SPEA 
came to my rescue. SPEA provided 
a new direction – a nurturing 
and stimulating home in which 
I redefined myself and became 
an impactful participant with 
meaningful goals – a real participant!”
 IU broadened Jayma’s lifelong love for sports and her education 
at SPEA was the springboard that led her to law school. After 
graduating from SPEA with high distinction in 1975, Jayma went on 
to obtain her J.D. from Georgetown University. She then spent three 
years as an antitrust attorney in the Bureau of Competition, Federal 
Trade Commission in Washington, DC. In 1981, she joined Simpson 
Thacher and Bartlett LLP. While at Simpson Thacher, she has served 
on numerous antitrust committees of national, state, and local bar 
associations and has been designated  a New York Super Lawyer in 
Antitrust.
 From 1993-1994, on a leave of absence from the firm, Jayma 
taught Antitrust, Products Liability and Legal Writing at Stetson Law 
School in St. Petersburg, Florida.  Subsequently, she became Simpson 
Thacher’s first litigator in its Los Angeles office. In the fall of 1998, she 
returned to the New York Office. 
 Jayma engages in a variety of pro bono work with an emphasis 
on issues impacting women. Her current focus is on ensuring equal 
opportunities and fair treatment for women athletes pursuant to Title 
IX. Jayma is on the boards of the Reproductive Health Access Project 
and the Urban Assembly Girls School for Criminal Justice and runs 
a women-for-women mentoring program as part of her ongoing 
commitment to public service. “My education at SPEA led to my next 
act:  tackling the challenge to bring equal opportunities and fair 
treatment for all in the sports world and to ensure that the antitrust 
laws are used in a manner that promotes this justice.”
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To submit your news or for IUAA membership information:

http://alumni.indiana.edu or call 800-824-3044

Want to get involved? You can get involved in a number of ways, including 

making a monetary donation, joining the SPEA Alumni Association, submitting 

an update in the form of a class note, or even nominating yourself to serve on 

a board.  Learn more: http://www.indiana.edu/~spea/magazine/get-involved/

index.shtml

SPEA acknowledges the IU Alumni Association for assistance in compiling Class 
Notes. 

and he has started an IU Atlanta 
Business Group on LinkedIn to 
further connect the IU business 
community. For more information, 
go to linkedin.com/groups/IU-Atlanta-
Business-Group-5134004/about. The 
couple lives in Duluth, Ga.

In August, Jerome D. Grant, MA’94, 
married Ronald C. Longe Jr., at 
Henry’s restaurant in New York City. 
The ceremony was officiated by 
Henry’s owner, Henry Rinehart, a 
friend of the couple who became 
a Universal Life minister for the 
occasion. Grant is director of U.S. 
fundraising for the World Society for 
the Protection of Animals in New York 
City. He was previously vice president 
for fundraising and external affairs at 
the YWCA of New York.

After pursuing a successful legal 
career in state government for the 
past eight years, Andrew J. Klinger, 
BA’93, MPA’98, JD’04, has returned to 
his core interest in local government 
management and economic 
development. He recently accepted 
an appointment as town manager 
for the Town of Cumberland, Ind. 
Klinger writes that he looks forward 
to building on the assets of the 
community to create the most 
desirable locale in central Indiana to 
live and work.

Jeffrey B. rubenstein, BS’94, is 
director of golf at the Golf Club of 
Indiana in Zionsville, Ind. As director, 
he oversees the daily operations at 
the club, including managing the pro 
shop, snack bar, golf school, driving 
range, and golf course. Rubenstein 
lives in Indianapolis.

Stacy Forster Thompson, 
BS’99, JD’02, a partner with 
the Bloomington, Ind., law firm 
Clendening Johnson & Bohrer, serves 
on the board of the Defense Trial 
Counsel of Indiana. At Clendening 
Johnson & Bohrer, Thompson 
concentrates her practice in the 
representation of health care 
professionals, including individual 
physicians and nurses, hospitals, 
physicians’ practice groups, and 
health care related organizations, 
in a variety of health care law 
matters. She also has experience 

in criminal law, employment law, 
general litigation, and insurance 
defense. Thompson is a member of 
a number of defense-oriented legal 
organizations, including the DTCI and 
the nationally recognized Defense 
Research Institute. She is currently 
chair of the DTCI health law section. 
She was named the 2010 Defense 
Trial Counsel of Indiana Young 
Lawyer of the Year. Thompson lives in 
Bloomington.

David S. Tinker II, MPA’95, 
has received the Outstanding 
Fundraising Executive Award from 
the Western Pennsylvania chapter 
of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. He was presented 
the award for his work raising 
millions of dollars for charity, for his 
published articles on fundraising 
and technology, and for teaching 
fundraising at numerous local, 
regional, national, and international 
conferences. Tinker is vice president 
of advancement for ACHIEVA in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., as well as an adjunct 
faculty member of Muskingum 
University’s master of information 
strategy, systems, and technology 
program. He lives in Pittsburgh.

2000s

Hollie J. Adams-Severt, BS’01, 
Cert’03, MHA’04, of Westfield, Ind., 
is system-marketing manager of St. 
Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis. 

In July, Cook County (Ill.) assistant 
state attorney Joel Bruckman, Cert/
BS’06, married Barisa Meckler in 
Chicago. The couple met at the John 
Marshall Law School in Chicago in 
2007. 

Thomas W. Davidson, BS’05, is the 
owner and president of Pastime 
Tournaments, one of the nation’s 
largest baseball tournament hosts, 
holding elite baseball events across 
the country for players between 
the ages of 14-18. In 2013, Pastime 
Tournaments hosted events in more 
than 15 states that attracted over 
2,500 teams from 20-plus states and 
Canada. Davidson lives and works in 
Indianapolis.

Mark W. Davis, MPA’09, is an 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Public Policy and Administration 
at West Chester University in West 
Chester, Pa. An environmental policy 
expert who serves on the university’s 
Sustainability Advisory Council, Davis 
teaches in the master of public 
administration program. He is 
completing a Ph.D. in public affairs at 
the University of Colorado in Denver.

Matt B. Ewer, BS’00, and his wife, 
Elizabeth A. Blessing, BS’99, run 
Green B.E.A.N. Delivery, a company 
that networks with local farmers 
and artisans to provide home 
delivery of organic produce and 
natural groceries to communities 
around the Midwest. After living and 
working outside Seattle, the couple 
returned to Indiana in 2006 and 
launched Green B.E.A.N. Delivery in 
Indianapolis. The company sources 
natural and organic vegetables, 
fruit, dairy products, and meats (as 
well as preservative-free, locally 
processed foods like salsa and veggie 
burgers) from about 100 growers and 
artisans – more than 40 of them in 
Indiana – and then bundles them in 
plastic bins, delivering them to their 
customers’ doors. Green B.E.A.N. (an 
acronym for “biodynamic, education, 
agriculture, and nutrition”) also 
sources organic fruits and vegetables 
from warmer U.S. climates.

In March, Trenton F. Hahn, BS’01, 
JD’04, was promoted to vice 
president of the government affairs 
and strategic communications 
firm Bose Public Affairs Group. He 

represents a wide variety of clients 
before the legislative, executive, 
and administrative branches of 
Indiana government with a focus 
on insurance policy. Hahn serves 
as executive director and counsel 
of the Association of Indiana Life 
Insurance Companies, a trade 
association representing numerous 
life insurance companies. In addition, 
he is a partner with the law firm 
Bose McKinney & Evans, where 
he serves as co-chair of the firm’s 
insurance group and is a member 
of the business services group. 
Hahn represents clients in matters 
relating to insurance regulation and 
transactions, corporate transactions, 
receiverships, and gaming and 
hospitality. He lives in Indianapolis.

In February, the Greater Fort Wayne 
(Ind.) Business Weekly announced that 
Kimberly Grannan Wagner, MPA’05, 
was one of the winners of its “Forty 
Under 40” awards, which honor 40 
individuals under 40 years of age 
who are making a difference, either 
in their work or in their community. 
She is chief of staff in the Office of the 
Chancellor at IPFW in Fort Wayne.
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IN  PRINTSPEA 
FACULTy

The Crossing
Rajendra Abhyankar
iUnivers Publishing (2013)

Briefly:  This novel about the Sri 
Lankan civil war illustrates the divisions 
and political rights struggles between 
ethnicities experienced in the history of Sri 
Lankan society. It is 1983 in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, and a changing political situation 
is heightening differences between the 
Sinhalese and Tamil communities. Hari is a 23-year-old Tamil 
working as a sales agent when he meets Tiziana, an Italian dancer 
who regularly visits Sri Lanka. As the two become acquainted, 
quickly fall in love, and learn about each other’s cultures, tensions 
continue to escalate in Sri Lanka. As Hari reluctantly parts with 
Tiziana, neither could have ever predicted what would happen 
next. The Crossing is the fascinating portrait of one man’s painful 
journey from a peaceful existence into the dark recesses of 
terrorism during four decades of a militant struggle.

Stuff Happens: An Insider’s View on 
Indian Diplomacy 
Rajendra Abhyankar
Har-Anand Publications Ltd. (2013)

Briefly: Stuff Happens: An Insider’s View on 
Indian Diplomacy examines India’s foreign 
policy at the micro-level and is a re-
counting of how policy could, did, and can 
change often on the basis of single events. 
Abhyankar uses his diplomatic experiences 
from West and Central Asia, South 
Asia, Europe, and the United States for the basis of the book. 
Abhyankar notes that as unusual encounters happen without 
warning, unpredictable and unavoidable situations develop – and 
the trick is being able to intuitively see them.

How Clean Energy can Drive 
Development and Stimulate 
Economic Growth
Sanya Carley and Sara Lawrence
Springer (2014)

Briefly:  Energy-based Economic 
Development: How Clean Energy Can 
Drive Development and Stimulate Economic 
Growth delivers working definitions, 
common approaches, descriptions of 
supportive policy mechanisms, and 

suggested metrics for evaluation. The book offers a unified 
framework for energy-based economic development (EBED) 
that is supported by examples and leaves readers better equipped 
to design, plan, and implement EBED initiatives. Case studies 
illustrate how national and subnational initiatives adopt to a 
locale’s energy asset base, energy and economic development 
needs, and the context in which the initiative operates. 
Descriptions of the energy projects supported by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act offer insights about what 
worked and what did not and suggest ways in which governments 
can be better prepared to manage EBED projects in the future. 

Intelligence-Led Policing: 
A Policing Innovation 
Jeremy Carter
LFB Scholarly Publishing (2013)

Briefly: After the 9/11 attacks, American 
law enforcement realized that the 
mechanisms utilized by federal, state, 
and local police to share information 
across jurisdictions were inadequate. 
Intelligence-led policing is the emerging 
philosophy by which law enforcement can 
actively engage in information-sharing to prevent or mitigate 
threats. Little empirical evidence as to how police organizations 
are implementing this new philosophy exists, so Carter explores 
this question and operationalizes what being “intelligence-led” 
actually constitutes. He also provides recommendations for 
improving the adoption of intelligence-led policing. 

What Makes High-Performing 
Boards: Effective Governance 
Practices in Member-Serving 
Beth Gazley and Ashley Bowers
ASAE Association Management Press 
(2013)

Briefly: Boards matter to organizational 
performance. But the diversity of the 
nonprofit sector means there is no single 
formula for effective governance. Structure, 
size, rate of growth, geography, and other organizational 
differences can cloud our understanding of board performance. 
The study behind this book, research produced through an 
ASAE Foundation collaboration with Indiana University, pays 
special attention to the intentional decisions boards and staff 
make to achieve high performance regardless of context. This 
study is the first to offer a representative snapshot of current 
governance practices in these associations and member-serving 
organizations. 

These books (and others by these authors and other SPEA faculty) 

are available through amazon.com.

ON THE WEB
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